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79 of the constitution of that country. 
Her crime, she was arrested while tak-
ing photographs during a protest 
against Chinese encroachment of the 
Paracel and Spratly Islands. 

Ho Duc Hoa, a community organizer 
and a contributing journalist for Viet-
nam Redemptorists’ News, is currently 
serving a 13-year prison sentence for 
defending human rights and promoting 
democracy. He has been charged with 
‘‘attempting to overthrow the govern-
ment.’’ He is currently suffering from 
harsh treatment in prison, including 
torture and denial to medical care, 
water, or adequate food. 

Dang Xuan Dieu, another activist, is 
currently serving a 13-year sentence 
under article 79 in response to advo-
cating for education—imagine this—for 
education for children living in pov-
erty, for aid to people with disabilities, 
and for religious freedom in Vietnam. 
Mr. Dieu is also a victim of mistreat-
ment and torture in the prison system. 

Tran Huynh Duy Thuc, a human 
rights activist and entrepreneur, was 
also arrested for writing blogs that 
called for political reform and im-
proved human rights in Vietnam. He 
only peacefully exercised his rights to 
freedom of expression; yet Thuc was 
charged of attempting to overthrow 
the government under article 79. He 
was sentenced to 16 years in prison and 
5 years of house arrest. 

These are just four of the so many 
people in prison in Vietnam. 

The government of Vietnam con-
tinues to deny its citizens their rights 
to freedom of speech, to freedom of as-
sembly, to freedom of the press, to 
freedom of religion. Although Vietnam 
strives to further its relations with the 
U.S., it does not grant human rights to 
its people. 

I understand that President Obama 
has agreed to visit Vietnam in the near 
future, and I strongly urge that not 
only the President and the administra-
tion work on the issues of human 
rights with respect to the Vietnamese 
people, but that we in the Congress 
continue to push because, as we know, 
as Americans, people around the world 
look to us as the shining light of up-
holding democracy and human rights 
and freedom and liberty and freedom of 
the press and freedom of assembly. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
we are quickly approaching one of the 
most important deadlines in the recent 
history of the national security of the 
United States, the often postponed end 
of negotiations to halt Iran’s nuclear 
weapons program. 

I support the goal of stopping Iran’s 
nuclear weapons ambitions forever, and 
I have grave fears that the United 
States is headed down a very dangerous 
path of concession and surrender to a 

terrorist regime that has had American 
blood on its hands since 1979, military 
and civilian. 

Each and every day, we read new re-
ports that Iranian leaders are system-
atically ‘‘moving the goalposts’’ on 
these important negotiations. 

Let me cite just a few examples. 
First, any prudent agreement would 
allow ‘‘no notice’’ inspections of sus-
pected—not just declared—Iranian nu-
clear weapon sites; yet the Iranian par-
liament has passed legislation banning 
inspections of their military installa-
tions. 

Senior Iranian officials have also 
taken it further, declaring: ‘‘Not only 
will we not grant foreigners the per-
mission to inspect our military sites, 
we will not even give them permission 
to think about such a subject.’’ 

This attitude would make any agree-
ment totally unverifiable. 

Secondly, any worthwhile agreement 
would phase in sanctions relief as the 
regime proves, over time, that it is 
complying with all provisions; yet 
President Rouhani has declared: ‘‘We 
will not sign any deal unless sanctions 
are lifted on the same day.’’ 

Why would we allow Iran to boost its 
staggering economy by providing an 
immediate capital infusion with which 
to support their relentless military, in-
telligence, and political efforts across 
the globe? 

President Obama’s explanations have 
been nothing short of baffling. He told 
National Public Radio: ‘‘How, if at all, 
can you prevent Iran from using its 
new wealth over the next several years 
to support Bashar al-Assad of Syria, to 
support Hezbollah, adventures in 
Yemen, or elsewhere? I mean, there’s 
been no lessening of their support of 
Hezbollah or Assad during the course of 
the last 4 or 5 years, at a time when 
their economy has been doing ter-
ribly.’’ 

Well, that is the point, Mr. President. 
The United States should not throw up 
its hands and actually allow the Ira-
nian economy to be stimulated so they 
have even more money to solidify their 
place as the world’s leading state spon-
sor of terrorism. 

Immediate sanctions relief will only 
provide more resources for them to use 
their elite Quds Force and their proxy 
militias in Iraq; dominate that coun-
try; and advance their goals in Syria, 
Yemen, and elsewhere. 

Of course, they will have more moti-
vation to do so. The tentative agree-
ment announced in April and every-
thing we have heard and read since 
then seems to reinforce the lesson this 
administration is willing to give away 
much more in return for nothing in the 
way of changing their behavior. Once 
again, we must never forget that Iran 
has had American blood on its hands 
since 1979. 

Iran has cheated before and is likely 
to cheat again; yet the administration 
makes concession after concession to 
Tehran, even as Iran spreads violence 
in Yemen, Syria, Iraq; threatens the 

safety of our troops in the Middle East; 
and develops new ICBMs that will put 
America in its ‘‘crosshairs.’’ 

My colleagues, Iran’s nuclear weap-
ons quest must be blocked indefinitely, 
including the verifiable dismantlement 
of its weapons infrastructure. They 
cannot be allowed to remain a ‘‘thresh-
old nuclear weapons state,’’ only to 
join the ‘‘nuclear club’’ the moment 
the agreement lapses. 

From where I stand and from what 
we know today, we must oppose this 
agreement. In fact, no deal is better 
than a bad deal. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

ENHANCEMENT OF UNITY IN AMERICA 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 

me thank the distinguished gentleman 
from New Jersey for his kindness. 

Might I rise, really, to follow up to 
ask America to be unified and to be 
able to have a debate on the floor of 
the House on a resolution that I of-
fered, H. Res. 342. To the gentleman 
from New Jersey, it says ‘‘the enhance-
ment of unity in America.’’ 

What it speaks to is for this body to 
go on the record for saying that divi-
sive emblems and symbols—swastikas 
or a rebel flag, a fighting flag—does not 
even represent the flag that most peo-
ple think it is—the Confederate flag, 
this is the rebel flag—to put all those 
away; to be able to educate our chil-
dren about the excitement of how di-
verse we are; to be reminded of the his-
tory of Reconstruction—African Amer-
icans who are Senators and 
Congresspersons; to look at schools 
who now carry names of people who 
really might be considered treasonists; 
to be able to stand on the floor today 
or next week, as those in South Caro-
lina did, in a civil way, so that our 
children will know that these symbols 
that divide are not history; and to be 
able to stand together and support the 
diversity of America. 

That is what I stand for, and I stand 
with Houston, who is reconsidering 
many school names at this time. 

f 

TAKE DOWN THE CONFEDERATE 
FLAG 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, overnight, 
House Republicans have dramatically 
and inexplicably reversed their posi-
tion on taking down this terribly divi-
sive symbol, the Confederate battle 
flag. 

While they initially allowed House 
Democrats’ amendments to remove 
this symbol from our national parks, 
late last night, they allowed an amend-
ment on voice, which was challenged. I 
will be on the floor for a rollcall later 
today to keep—believe it or not—keep 
the Confederate flag as a symbol for 
sale and for display in America’s na-
tional parks. 

Of course, this morning’s headlines, 
the scathing headlines, tell it all: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:14 Jul 10, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09JY7.015 H09JYPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T14:41:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




